Spanish-American Heritage Month Comments
· Honor to be speaking to you today at the kick-off of our Spanish American Heritage Month Celebrations.

· Hispanic Americans represent over 45 million of our US citizens, over 15%, and they are the fastest growing ethnic group in the US

· Some ask, why does Spanish American Heritage month start on the 15th of September rather than the 1st of the month – five Hispanic American countries celebrate their independence on 15 September (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua).  Mexico was close with 16 September.

· We have been celebrating Hispanic American Heritage officially since 1968 when President Lyndon Johnson declared a week long celebration.

It is an honor to introduce our guest speaker, and a personal friend, COL Jose Davis.

· I first met Jose during his journey up to COB Speicher during the height of the dust storms in July.

· You learn a lot about a man’s character in times of trial and frustration, and what I learned about Jose is that I would willingly serve with him anywhere at anytime under any circumstances.
· COL Davis was born in Panama.  He earned a BA from KSU, and MS in management from Baker University.  COL Davis is also a graduate of the US Army War College.

· COL Davis is prior enlisted.  He joined the Army in 1981 as a transporter, and COL Davis was commissioned as 2LT Davis in 1985 as a Red Leg (FA).

· He has served with distinction in a variety of assignments in the FA and is highly decorated including the Meritorious Service Medal and Army and Air Force Commendation medals.
· He is married to Jackie, and they have one daughter, Tori.

Ladies and Gentlemen, please give a round of applause to COL Jose Davis.

